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Who We Are

At Illovo, we are more that a sugar business – we are part of the everyday lives of millions. From supporting 
farmers and communities to powering industries, our work creates real impact across Malawi.

As part of a leading African agribusiness, we offer graduates the opportunity to grow, contribute, and build 
meaningful careers from day one. 

Why Start Your Career with Illovo?

1.  Grow Together
     You won’t just work, you’ll develop. Through structured earning, mentoring, and real experience, we  
     invest in your growth.

2.  Make a Real Impact
     Your work will touch lives – from supporting local farmers to strengthening communities and industries

3.  Experience Real Responsibility
     We trust our young talent with meaningful work early, giving you a chance to learn by doing.

4.  Be Part of Something Bigger
     Join a business with a footprint across Africa and beyond,  offering exposure and opportunity.

How Can You Join
Internships, Industrial attachments, Manager-In -Training Programmes 

Explore opportunities, apply for programmes and stay curious.
For more information follow us at Illovo Sugar Malawi plc on Facebook and LinkedIn.

To create a thriving Malawian community through 
the provision of affordable food and energy

MISSION

A sustainable, resilient, consumer and customer 
centric performance focused business that 
delivers outstanding value for all our stakeholders

VISION

Accountability, Commitment, Empowerment, 
Inclusiveness, Integrity 

VALUES

6,200+
Trained

Over 6,200 employees trained 
annually across Illovo Malawi 
o p e ra t i o n s  i n  te ch n i c a l ,  
leadership, business, and safety 
disciplines.

700+
Internships

More than 700 university and 
technical college students 
supported through structured 
internship  programm es 
between 2022 and 2026.

150,000+ 
Learning hours 

Over 150,000 learning hours 
invested annually in building 
future ready skills

84%
Absorption rate

An 84% MIT and Internship 
programme absorption rate, 
reflecting strong transition 
from learning into productive 
roles.

GROW
YOUR FUTURE
WITH ILLOVO

Joining Illovo has been a transformative milestone 
in my career. Each day brings dynamic legal 
challenges within a culture of high performance 
and mutual support. Most importantly, I value being 
part of an organisation where profitability is 
matched by a steadfast commitment to 
sustainability and meaningful social impact. “ “

LOZINDABA MBVUNDULA
Litigation Manager

“GROW TOGETHER. IMPACT 
PEOPLE’S LIVES”
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Bachelor of Laws (Hons) 
Bachelor of Arts in Law Enforcement: UNIMA- LML
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Bachelor of Science - UNIMA-SC
Bachelor of Science (Hons) in Chemistry - UNIMA-SCICHE
Bachelor of Science in Biological Sciences - UNIMA-SCIBIO
Bachelor of Science in Computer Network Engineering - UNIMA-SCINET
Bachelor of Science in Computer Science - UNIMA-SCICOM
Bachelor of Early Childhood Development - UNIMA-ECD
Bachelor of Science in Electronics - UNIMA-SCIELE
Bachelor of Science in Information Systems - UNIMA-SCIIS
Bachelor of Science in Mathematics - UNIMA-SCIMAT
Bachelor of Science in Physics - UNIMA-SCIPHY
Bachelor of Science in Statistics - UNIMA-SCISTA
Bachelor of Science in Geography - UNIMA-SCIGEO
Bachelor of Science in Geology - UNIMA-SCIGLY
Bachelor of Science in Food and Nutrition - UNIMA-SCIFN
Bachelor of Science in in Family Sciences - UNIMA-SCIFC
Bachelor of Science in Actuarial Science (Hons) - UNIMA-SCIAS
Bachelor of Science in Nuclear Science and Technology
Diploma in Statistics
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Message from the 
Vice Chancellor’s 
Office

Welcome to the University of Malawi.
I am delighted to extend a warm and heartfelt welcome 
to all prospective students considering joining the 
University of Malawi for the 2026/2027 academic year. 
The University of Malawi stands proudly as a premier 
institution of higher learning, a beacon of academic 
excellence, innovation, and transformative education that 
continues to shape the future of Malawi and the world.

As you contemplate your next academic journey, you are making an 
important decision that will influence both your personal growth and your 
contribution to society. At the University of Malawi, we remain steadfast 
in our commitment to nurturing graduates who are not only intellectually 
capable but also ethically grounded, creative, and responsive to the dynamic 
challenges of the modern world.

Building on over six decades of academic distinction, the University of Malawi 
continues to evolve as a dynamic and future-oriented institution. Having 
celebrated our 60th anniversary in 2025, we draw inspiration from our rich 
academic history while embracing the opportunities presented by a rapidly 
changing global environment. Our legacy of excellence and societal impact 
drives us to reimagine the future of higher education through innovative 
teaching, impactful research, and meaningful community engagement.

Research and innovation remain central to our mission. We continue to 
champion research that contributes to the attainment of the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), advances national policy, and 
provides solutions to pressing societal needs. 

At UNIMA, you will have the privilege of learning from 
distinguished scholars and researchers from Malawi and 
beyond, all committed to academic excellence and student 
success. Our five schools and five research centres offer 
a diverse range of cutting-edge programmes designed to 
foster critical thinking, creativity, and innovation. Through 
a technology-enhanced approach to teaching and learning, 
the University continues to strengthen its global profile 
and is increasingly recognized among leading institutions in 
international higher education rankings.

Your student experience is at the heart of our mission. We 
understand that the transition to university life can be both 
exciting and challenging. To ensure your success, we have 
established a range of support structures including academic 
mentorship and student advisory services all designed to 
help you settle in, thrive academically, and realise your full 
potential.

Beyond academics, the University of Malawi offers a vibrant, inclusive, and safe 
campus environment that promotes social interaction, creativity, and leadership 
development. Here, you will have opportunities to participate in community 
engagement, research initiatives, and extracurricular activities that will enrich 
your university experience and prepare you for life beyond graduation.

As you prepare to embark on this important journey, I encourage you to pursue 
your studies with curiosity, commitment, and purpose. The University of Malawi 
remains unwavering in its mission to inspire excellence, foster innovation, and 
transform lives. By joining our community, you become part of a proud legacy 
and a forward-looking institution that continues to shape the leaders, thinkers, 
and innovators of tomorrow.

Welcome to the University of Malawi where excellence is inspired and lives are 
transformed.

Professor Samson Sajidu

VICE CHANCELLOR
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Becoming a 
part of history
The history of education in Malawi would be 
incomplete without mentioning the University of 
Malawi. The institution is known as the mother 
university in Malawi, having been founded as early 
as 1964, coinciding with Malawi’s independence. 
The first Chancellor of the University, Dr. Hastings 
Kamuzu Banda, saw it fit that the country’s citizens 

should be able to attain higher education within 
their country, instead of having to travel abroad.

The first lessons started on 29th September, 
1965, at the Asian Secondary School in 
Blantyre, with an enrolment of 90 students. Two 
years later, other institutions – the Institute of 
Public Administration, the Soche Hill College of 
Education, the Polytechnic, and Bunda College 
of Agriculture – joined the University of Malawi 
as constituent colleges, increasing its reach 
across the country. In 1973, these colleges, 
with the exception of Bunda College, moved 
to Zomba to form Chancellor College. Other 

institutions continued to join the University of 
Malawi. Kamuzu College of Nursing joined in 
1979, whereas the College of Medicine joined in 
1991.

With five constituent colleges, the University of 
Malawi was able to offer programmes in a variety 
of disciplines to Malawian and international 
students. The success of the University of 
Malawi in producing graduates across these 
programmes led to a rise in the emergence of 
public universities, which were mostly staffed by 
graduates from the University of Malawi. 

Since the establishment of the university, it has 
gone through a number of changes. Having 
attained maturity as a college, Bunda College of 
Agriculture exited from the University of Malawi 
in 2011. In 2019, through an Act of Parliament 
No. 18, the University underwent a delinking 
process. As a result, the remaining colleges 
became full-fledged universities. As was only 
fitting, based on history, what was formerly 
Chancellor College retained the name University 
of Malawi. 

Since the delinking happened, UNIMA has 
continued to grow in leaps and bounds in 
various areas. The student population has 
changed significantly, from the 90 students at 
its inception to over 11000 students in 2025, 
registered in various certificate, diploma and 
degree programmes. Modes of learning have 
also evolved, with UNIMA now offering virtual 
lessons in addition to the traditional face-to-face 
lectures. The university has also increased the 
undergraduate and postgraduate programmes 
that are offered, in response to international 
trends and the demand from the industry. 
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Power All Day, Everyday


